Schedule for “Promise of Liberty” Student Recognition Ceremony
Friday, February 23 e 1:30-2:10
Middletown High School, Middletown, MD

Introduction Kathleen Schlappal, Principal
Middletown High School

Overview of “Promise of Liberty” Project Dean Herrin, NPS Coordinator
Catoctin Center for Regional Studies

Remarks Allison Weese, Renzulli Resource Teacher
Middletown Middle School

Remarks Jenny Masur, Regional Coordinator, National Capitol Region,
NPS, National UGRR Network to Freedom Program

Remarks David Bahlman, Acting Director,
Maryland Office of Tourism Development

Remarks John Gartrell, Research Archivist,
Study of the Legacy of Slavery, Maryland State Archives

Recognition of Students



February 20, 2007 Contact: Linda Morton
301-846-2626

Middletown Students’ Research Uncovers African American History

Frederick, MD--Students at Middletown High School who participated in “The Promise
of Liberty” project will be recognized for their research efforts at a 1:30 p.m. ceremony
on Friday, Feb. 23 at the high school. The students’ work, conducted last spring as eighth
graders at Middletown Middle School, revealed new information about local African
Americans in the Civil War era. Their research also identified an Underground Railroad
site in Linganore that will be added to the National Park Service’s National Underground
Railroad Network to Freedom Program.

The “Promise of Liberty” project was a cooperative effort between Middletown
Middle School, the Catoctin Center for Regional Studies at Frederick Community
College, the National Park Service, and the Maryland Room of the Frederick County
Public Library. It was funded by a Save Our History grant from the History Channel.

Allison Weese’s Renzulli class at Middletown Middle School used primary
documents to research what life was like for local African Americans between 1855 and
1870. Using runaway slave ads in local newspapers, historic maps, enlistment papers,
census records, court documents, and other sources, students examined slavery, the
Underground Railroad, and sites from which African Americans escaped enslavement.
They also researched locations connected with the enlistment of African American
soldiers in the United States Colored Troops during the Civil War and sites of
Freedmen’s Bureau schools. These were established in the region to educate African
American children following the war.

One of the project’s goals was to help students realize the importance of
preserving little-known or overlooked sites from the African American experience. The
research results were plotted on a map, compiled into a guide to historic sites, and
organized into a PowerPoint presentation. The project encouraged students to look at the
places where history actually happened. Students had the opportunity to visit Tolson’s
Chapel in Sharpsburg, the site of a Freedmen’s Bureau school.

One of the most significant results of the students’ research revealed a local
Underground Railroad site in the Linganore community. Several members of one family
escaped enslavement in the 1850s from this location.

The students nominated the site to the National Park Service’s National
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program. It was accepted and also will be
included in the next edition of the Maryland Office of Tourism’s map and guide to state
Underground Railroad sites. The Network to Freedom documents sites connected to the
journey of enslaved people seeking freedom, including sites from which they escaped.

The Catoctin Center was given a Partnership Award from the Maryland Office of
Tourism at last November’s state tourism conference for its support of students involved
in the “Promise of Liberty” project.

The ceremony on February 23 is part of Middletown High School’s celebration of
Black History Month. Parents, community members, and Maryland tourism and National
Park Service representatives will attend the ceremony.



The Catoctin Center for Regional Studies was created in 1998 by Frederick
Community College and the National Park Service to promote the research and study of
the history and culture of central Maryland and the adjacent areas of neighboring states.

For more information, contact Dean Herrin, National Park Service Coordinator of
the Catoctin Center, at 301-624-2773.






